Building With Earth
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Earth is probably still the world's commonest building material. “It can't burn down, doesn't rot and bugs won't eat it.”  Earth building with cob is inexpensive and easy to learn.  No machinery, forms, bricks or ramming.  Cob sculpts easily into organic shapes, arches, and built-in furniture.  Hands and feet create a mixture of earth and straw which is hand-worked into structural monolithic walls and floors.  Cob's resistance to rain and natural ability to stabilize temperatures makes it well suited to a wide range of climates.  Cob has been used for hundreds of years, even in the harsh climates of coastal Britain.  It contributes neither to deforestation, pollution, or mining and requires no manufactured materials or power tools, it is non-toxic and completely recyclable. We live in a time of environmental degradation, dwindling natural resources, and chemical toxins hidden in our homes.  Doesn't it make sense to return to nature's most abundant, cheap and healthy building material? 

Workshop Schedule   January 2009

Dates
Location
Workshop Title
Fee
Contact

Jan 4 – Jan 10 2009
Firefly, New South Wales
Basics of Cob
$700
Kimberley Voss    kimbo71@wildmail.com

phone: 02 65591871  Mobile: 0412 402 289

Jan 17 - Jan 23 2009
Nimmitabel, New South Wales
Basics of  Cob
$700
Grant Walker -  walkerdg22@yahoo.com

phone: 02 64546228 (Leave message)

Jan 24 - Jan 25 2009
Nimmitabel, New South Wales
Pyromania! Rocket Mass Heaters
$200
Grant Walker -  walkerdg22@yahoo.com

phone: 02 64546228 (Leave message )
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Discounts: 5% per person for multiple people signing up together, 5% for deposit received 30 days before workshop begins or 10% for full payment 30 days before workshop, discounts may be combined.  Deposit: $150 ($50 for pyromania), may be transfered, non-refundable unless workshop is canceled.

Basics of Cob: Teaches professionals and owner-builders the basics of cob construction in 7 intensive days. Even complete novices leave the workshop confident in their ability to build the cob parts of a cabin, studio, or greenhouse. Learn to locate and test soil, sand, and straw, create the right mix for any situation, and build strong, durable, sculptural earthen walls. Get practical experience with foundations, windows, doors, arches, niches & simple plasters. Lectures cover siting, passive solar, drainage, heating, plumbing and electric, natural roofing, and flooring.

Pyromania! Rocket Mass Heaters: Among the most efficient wood burning stoves ever devised, and they can be built for very little or even no money using discarded  materials.  You will learn how they work, basics of combustion, fuels, etc. and help to build a rocket mass heater in just two days.

Instructor: Shannon Dealy has been building with cob for over twelve years, as well as giving talks, demonstrations, doing research and teaching.  He is also the creator and administrator of the Internet discussion group on cob and web master for Cob Cottage Company.

For more information/updates visit: www.deatech.com or email dealy@deatech.com

